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Pennsylvania Þ lm crew shoots in Buena Vista
Documentary of ‘The Black Babe Ruth,’ Josh Gibson,
begins with the roots in his hometown of Buena Vista

The late Josh Gibson

Buena Vista resident Roosevelt Jackson, 91, who played and managed semi-pro baseball during Josh
Gibson’s incredible career in the Negro Leagues, is interviewed by Kelly Horein of Duquesne University.

Fire destroys Schley home

By RICHARD HARRIS
   Buena Vista’s own Josh 
Gibson was indisputably one 
of the greatest baseball players 
who ever lived, but the slugger 
who is often referred to as “the 
Black Babe Ruth” is sometimes 
overlooked due to the fact that 
he played in the Negro Leagues 
prior to the integration of Major 
League Baseball. A Þ lm crew 
from Duquesne University is 
doing its part to change that by 
putting together a documentary 
on Gibson and they were 
recently in town interviewing 
and Þ lming.
   Dequesne University is in 
Pi t tsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
where Gibson spent most of his 
playing days with the Pittsburgh 
Crawfords and the Homestead 
Grays. The journalism students 
were amazed to learn that there 
has never been a documentary 

based solely on the slugger. After 
all, even though Gibson never 
played in the Major Leagues, 
he was certainly a huge star in 
the Negro Leagues and was the 
second African-American ever 
inducted into the Baseball Hall 
of Fame. It was even rumored 
that Gibson had been offered 
a contract with the Pittsburgh 
Pirates a full four years before 
Jackie Robinson broke the 

color barrier, but the baseball 
commissioner nixed the deal.
   So, they were determined to 
do whatever it took to document 
Josh Gibson’s life and they 
turned to his great-grandson Sean 
for assistance. 
   “It’s fantastic to have a 
documentary made about his 
life,” said Sean Gibson, who in 
addition to being a descendent 
is also the executive director 
of the nonprofit Josh Gibson 
Foundation in Pittsburgh. “When 
they contacted me I told them I 
deÞ nitely wanted to be a part of 
it. I also told them they needed 
to begin at the beginning, and 
that is in Buena Vista, Georgia. 
That was very important to me. 
… Nobody really knows about 
his hometown.”
   Of course that isn’t because his 
hometown hasn’t embraced the 
sports legend. The City of Buena 

Vista has “Home of Josh Gibson” 
painted on the downtown water 
tower, and also named its youth 
and family resource center after 
him – The Josh Gibson Center.
   “The Josh Gibson Center is a 
big reason why I really wanted 

them to come and Þ lm in Buena 
Vista,” noted Sean Gibson. “The 
reason it exists – to help the 
youth – and the fact that it’s 
named in my great-grandfather’s 
memory is important to me.”
   He even brought his daughter, 

Abreya, 11, with him on this trip
with the documentary crew so she
could also feel a connection with
the small town that her great-
great-grandfather called home
until he moved to Pennsylvania

By Amanda Hollomon
   For the second year in 
a row, the Chattahoochee 
County High School 
Academic Decathlon 
team coached by Sarita 
Denny brought home the 
state championship and 
earned the right to compete 
in the National Online 
Competition.
   Out of the 21 schools 
competing in the state 
competition, Chattahoochee 
County High School ranked 
seventh overall and 13th 
overall in Super Quiz 
rankings. The competition 
is broken down into 
Division I, consisting of 
large schools, and Division 
II, consisting of small 
schools. The Chattco team 
ranked fourth in Division 
II in Super Quiz and was 
the second runner-up for 
overall Division II schools. 
In National Competition 
schools are divided into 
three categories according 
to school enrollment, 
Chattco qualifys in the 
small school division and 
their outstanding scores 
earned them the Þ rst place 
state championship honor 
and the right to compete at 
National Competition. 
   Individual medals were 
won by Ian Macdonald, 

Members of the state champion CCHS Academic Decathlon Team

with a gold medal in Social 
Science, a silver medal in Art, 
and 2nd overall in the Varsity 
Division, and Nic Wingate, 
who won a bronze medal in 
Math and a silver medal in Art.
   Chattco team members who 
scored in the top ten in the 
state include: Steven Jordan 
- 10th place Social Science; 
Lauren Whitehurst - 8th place 
Music; Jansen Davis - 9th place 
Language Literature, 10th place 
Art, and 10th place Interview; 
Amanda Donahue - 4th place 
Language Literature, 5th place 
Art; Leah McGlaun - 9th place 
Economics; Aman Punwani 
- 7th place Economics, 7th 
place Speech, 9th place Social 
Science; Ian Macdonald - 1st 
place Social Science, 4th place 
Economics, 6th place Art, 7th 
place Language Literature, 
10th Math, and 10th overall; 
Nic Wingate - 2nd place Art, 
3rd place Math, 5th place Social 
Science, 5th place Music, 6th 
place Economics, 8th place 
Language Literature, and 8th 
overall; and Steven Tillery - 6th 
place Super Quiz, 6th place 
Art, 9th place Math, 10th place 
Economics.
   Academic Decathlon is 
a competition hosted by 
the Georgia Department of 
Education and the Professional 
Association of Georgia 
Educators (PAGE) Foundation. 

The competing team consists 
of three students with an 
overall “A” GPA, three 
students with an overall “B” 
GPA, and three students with 
an overall “C” GPA, for a 
total of nine team members. 
The team competes in seven 
areas of academics and 
three life skills of Math, 
Social Science, Economics, 
Language Literature, Art, 
Music, Speech, Interview, 
and Essay. 
   The 2009 Chattahoochee 
County High School 
Competitive Team Members 
are Steven Jordan, Lauren 
Whitehurst, Jansen Davis, 
Amanda Donahue, Leah 
McGlaun, Aman Punwani, 
Ian Macdonald, Nic Wingate, 
and Steven Tillery. The team 
assistant was Robyn Moore 
and the team is coached by 
Sarita Denny. 
   The competition was 
held February 27-28 at 
Berkmar High School in 
Gwinnett County. The 
awards ceremony was 
held on Saturday evening 
following all competition at 
the Gwinnett Place Marriott 
in Lilburn, Georgia.
   Congratulations to Mrs. 
Denny and the Academic 
Decathlon team for all of 
their hard work and bringing 
home another championship!

CCHS Academic Decathlon Team wins
State Championship for 2nd year in a row

By LINDA 
ADAMS
   The doublewide 
m o b i l e  h o m e 
o f  A m e r i c u s 
policeman Johnnie 
B r o w n  b u r n e d 
Monday morning 
in Schley County.  
   Located on 
H i g h w a y  2 6 , 
two miles east of 
Ellaville, the home 
was a total loss. It 
was reported by 
Clifton Aldridge, 
who was driving 
into town and saw 
the Þ re.  
   Brown was on duty 
in Americus when 
the fire occurred, 
but was notified 
and witnessed the 
destruction of his 
home.

The home of Clifton Aldridge, located on Highway 26
a couple of miles east of Ellaville, burns to the ground.

Ellaville mourns the loss of
longtime lawman, B.J. Anderson

By LINDA ADAMS
   “Somebody said to me that if 
you liked B.J., you loved him, and 
if you didn’t like him, he didn’t 
care,” Pat Anderson related in a 
conversation about her husband, 
Bobby (B.J.) Anderson, who died 
last Wednesday from a heart 
attack in the Schley County 
Sheriff ’s office in Ellaville. 
“Everybody that came to the 
visitation had a story about B.J. 
They would say ‘Let me tell you 
about me and B.J.’ The visitation 
started at 6 and we didn’t get 
home until 10.”
   Anderson was well liked, and 
loved, by the people of Schley 
County. He served on the City of 
Ellaville Police Department from 
1971 until the mid 90’s and was 
a Sheriff Deputy with the County 
from 1997.
   The graveside service was 
at tended by many of  the 
community as well as many 
law enforcement ofÞ cers from 
all over. There was also a little 
dog at the service. His name 
is Snowball. When Michael 
Hernandez, a close friend, asked 
Pat if they could take Anderson’s 
dog to the service, she declined, 
worrying that he would bark 
at everyone.  Then the Sheriff, 
Shane Tondee, stepped inside 
and told Pat that he would take 
Snowball himself, and that he 

The late B.J. Anderson and Snowball on patrol

wanted him to go. So when the 
procession was led by Anderson’s 
patrol car, the Sheriff was driving 
and Snowball was perched on his 
arm and looking out the window, 
just like he used to do when he 
rode with his master. And he 
didn’t bark the Þ rst time during 
the service.
   At the end of the service, 
Tondee handed Snowball to Pat 
and went over to the patrol car 
where ‘the last call’ was made for 
Anderson. The radio called out 
‘Central to Schley 3’ three times 
with no answer, then Sheriff 
Tondee answered with ‘Schley 
1 to Central, Schley 3 is 10-7, 

10-42, which was Anderson’s
last call.
   A poem was read entitled ‘Our
Fallen OfÞ cer’:

To our fallen ofÞ cer,
You have done your duty,

Kept all safe from harm’s way,
Until that fateful day

When you were taken away
From family, friends, fellow 

ofÞ cers
And the community in which 

you
Swore “to Serve & Protect.”

Your watch is now over,
May you rest with your

Brothers and sister ofÞ cers
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